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THE WORTHERY DISPENSARY :
185 “averly Place, Cor. of Christopgher Street, Yew York City

HABS - -
NY,

Locetion, Dete and Pluce ilé-NEYoa

The Worthern Dispensary was the secund fres disovsnsary estublished

in Hew York City.  As the bullt-up nurts of tis oity spread northuard,
other dispensaries, each serving a definite area, were established in
various locatleors throughout ilanhattan Island.

Tre free dispensaries ol the Clty of Wew York are desizned archie-
teoturally to furnish rediecine, uedicul wnd sursical udvice, and opera-
tiens in sinor cases gratuitously Lo persons whe are unable by reason
of povarty to procure them 0f doctors in privete pructice. ?hysicians
gre In attenduncs daily, and uiso visit home%when cucasions reguire.
I'he dispensarier wre =apuorted by grunts from the legisluture, br city
funde and privete subscriptionas.

Dirzctory of Secial Asenciles, ®. ¥. City, 1925.

W

The Hortbhern Dispensary had its inception in 1828, when s few
physiclians and »ther residents of Greenwich Village, then the northrest-
ern suburd ~f ths sity, orgunized an associuticn for the double »urncss

of ziving *twe sick woor edical advice and ..edicines, and Lo the physi-
g, :

aione the onporbucity of studying distinet classes of disesases. Arter

serform voluntury services Tor rbout a rear, they rure ircorporuted

in April, 1827, wnder the luaws of the Stete of Fe- York.

Pew York as It Is in 1839, p. 83; Valentinets urmnl
Pl et
IR70, . 348.

1

Tor the firet (.o or thres vears this DisPensary vas entirely de-
sendent Tor supcort uoson voluntury mubszeriotions, occasiunal collsctions
in churchaer, and tre surplus nroceedw of lecturzs deliversd during the
winter months by distinguished speakers w on populur wrd zcientific

. . . \
subjects. {Valentine's ianusl, supra.;
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Trhe Forthern Dispensary - Nevo
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Yaving collescted nearly 36,040 by porivete subscriustion, thsy ssked
. : the "City Fatiers" For & niece of lind on vhich to build, and on

warch 22, 1830, the Common Counei?l votsd o give ta the Dispensary a
triaagular piece of ground (as long sz it shall be used for u dispensury)
bounded by sireetls beurirg ut thut tise the navers Christopier, Fucltory, Grove
and old fixth Streetis.

tinutes of the Common Courcil of the Uity of MNew York,
orinted for the years 1784 to 1831 inclusive, “ViIl: 526.

Tre conveyance vut wude on Jurch 25, 1830,

Valentine's fiunual, 1870, ». 741,

At the rresent time, Taverly lace is divided into two branches at this
trisngle, ore contlnuing .est along its soutrern side without change of

nane, end the other with the rame mane turning north slong it sustern

@ide. Christolbher Street on ius northern side aes the uoute snzle
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terr roint of the triangle.

Orn Dect. 12, 1830

o
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Comaon Couneil accented an invitatiom Lo sttend
trhe laying of the corner-stone

helaCo 3 XIX: 304 s

5;}

and a'tﬁo-story brick building covering the trimazulor 2lot of lund we
sozedily ersoted,

Valantine's wnuel, 1870, 5. 348,

The rection of the Cilvy vhieh The “orthern Diepensary servas iz hourded
by Frowdwsy and Fourth ave. on tha sast, fri-rm $t. on the eoutbh, 234 L.

on the north, wnd Morth Liver on tha west.

Pirectory of focial agencies, 1925, =p. 218, Zas.

arctiitcetbural Yeatures
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This buirding s Lncluded irn the revent survey uecauge eoresentative

of the simnle uroitectur.l style used for institutions 100 voure ugo.




The Horthern Dispensary ' '

Iz survivel . in continuous use so iong is remarkable in & coity shere WL% ¥
. vehuilding ocours abhout every 25 yesrs or lass as the reeds of the 34- NE.\’.?\;
comunity progress. E
Tve third story of this Nispensary wun added in 1854 (Yélentine's
wannal, sbove cited), making it in ekternal appsarance aboub ug 16 wopeurs
today.
It is builtd of brick, with old browmstone sills and cans now coverad
by Letal. There ¢ ulio & metel cornice. Tha bhuse course e of brom-
atone covered vith imitetion Lrounstore cg oert, aus wre wise the eiens

leadivg to the .ain entrunce on the south eide nf the bulldivg.

The doors and dowr-Truce o the _ain antroncs wure paneled. Tre
dispositior of panels of there doors is esmeislly interesting, wnd they
are postibly origi-uls. an ornaental cuct “ron wund wrought iron ruliling
axtends wround the huildi-gz, aiving eniruncs fro. the streot t;rﬁugh sates

Wrish leed Lo the thren bh.ote.ent 2oors,.

Tre intsrior is eouelly

£

The ro.odellsd fPirsg fleoor, ws showm
in the drawings, row corntuins the walting-room wnd the Ledicul und exanining
roogs for winor casee, In *the baseusnt is a dentul room, and the sedienl
digwensary where druzs are ziven to mitients or =0ld at =.al1? cost,

The director's roon i on ths =ecnrd Mooar. Tits wronortions are
good, wnd the ¢ocors »nd brim cell ~lanmed, Tre doors here are -eurly
inht feat hign, wad Lhe wils and celliry wre of lustar. On this floor,
aleo, are o aller ranae and o Miteban, purt of this floor being ussd for
guarters,--all vory simnle and unimwortant. Some o'dings on doors

Tre Building tas LL

sn he.tirg vle o, itk coul furnmce.  (Troa

o

‘ #:i23d-votes of the arohiliects o7 the ressni survey.)
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